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The great follower Raja bin Haywa, the Palestinian jurist, and his role in building the Dome of the
Rock in Al-Agsa Mosque

Abstract: Al-Agsa Mosque holds a distinguished position in Islam, coming third after the two holy
mosques in Mecca and Medina. It is the first gibla for Muslims and the starting point of the Isra and
Mi'raj journey of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Muslims worldwide attach great importance to this
blessed place, both through prayer and various visits across the ages. In this context, the role of the
prominent Tabi'i scholar Rajaa bin Haywah al-Kindi emerges. Rajaa bin Haywah was a well-known
figure in the history of Palestine, recognized for his knowledge and virtue. He played a pivotal role in
the construction and renovation of the Dome of the Rock at Al-Agsa Mosque. As a distinguished scholar
of Palestine during the Umayyad period, Rajaa bin Haywah significantly influenced both politics and
religion. He oversaw the construction of the Dome of the Rock alongside the engineer Yazid bin Salam.
Together, they worked on completing this monumental project, which began in 66 AH (685 CE). The
project was filled with many impressive architectural elements, such as mosaics and jewels, which added
beauty to the blessed rock. The Dome of the Rock was made a fitting shrine for this sacred place, with
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substantial financial investments, exceeding six hundred thousand dirhams. The hadiths related to the
virtues and history of Al-Quds (Jerusalem) are among the most important sources that highlight its
significance in Islam. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) specifically referred to Al-Agsa Mosque in his
saying: "Do not travel except to three mosques: the Sacred Mosque, Al-Agsa Mosque, and my mosque."
These hadiths affirm the special status of Al-Agsa Mosque in the hearts of Muslims and its significant
historical role. Therefore, the construction of the Dome of the Rock represents a pivotal event not only
from a religious perspective but also from a political and social standpoint, as it contributed to enhancing
the prestige of Al-Agsa Mosque amidst the political conflicts of that era. This research highlights the
biography of Rajaa bin Haywah, his role in the construction of the Dome of the Rock, and his impact on
spreading knowledge.

Keywords: Tabi'i Rajaa bin Haywah, Dome of the Rock, Al-Agsa Mosque, Palestine.
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