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Centralization and decentralization in Islamic administrative thought

Abstract: Islamic administrative thought has defined administrative organization
in its known forms, including centralized methods such as concentration and
flexibility, as well as the features of spatial decentralization or local administration.
These systems existed in the history of Islamic administration, even if not explicitly
labeled, as their elements were present in practical reality as a natural consequence
of good governance and to address rapid and successive developments experienced
by the state. On the other hand, local administration in Islam was characterized by
the effectiveness of oversight exercised by central authorities, grounded
fundamentally in moral and religious principles. The features of a decentralized
administrative system began emerging since the early days of the Umayyad era, as
Caliph Muawiyah bin Abi Sufyan was keen on granting princes and governors
broad authority in governance and administration, with effective oversight by the
caliph himself, a practice continued by subsequent caliphs.
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